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2nd on the march from Antwerp to Louvain; 5th on the
march from Mons to Perwez; 6th on the march from
Brussels to Wavre; 4th, garrison of Namur; 3rd, garrison
of Liege. The cavalry division was on its way to
Varenne, though Gedel does not mention whence it
had come.
According to information received and the general.
opinion at Army Headquarters, it was not thought
likely that the main portion of the Belgian Army would
operate as a combined force. If this proved to be the
case, it was a most favourable circumstance for the
success of the First Army in the difficult task of emerging
from the defile Aix-la-Chapelle-Vise-Herstal in columns
thirty to forty-five miles long. Events would have
shaped very differently had the Belgian Army succeeded
in offering, or even had it been intended to offer, an
energetic resistance to the advance of the First and
Second Armies with its whole force, basing its operations
"oil Liege, Huy, and Namur, and preventing the bursting
open of the line of forts; a most serious loss of time
would thereby have been imposed upon the German
flank armies. And in the eventful course of a struggle
of nations, a saving of time means, besides much else,
a saving of the precious lives of gallant and devoted
warriors. Every leader should be alive to this funda-
mental principle, daily, hourly, and, above all, in
times of crises. And this is true, first and foremost,
of the Army Commander; for his example wiH inspire
the mental attitude of all his subordinates.
This guiding principle is the vital factor in higher
leading where a rapid success is in view, and its working
may be traced both in the series of battles that were
immediately ahead of us, and in the desperate struggle
on the Marne. The latter contest is a signal illustration

